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rzem the etantpoint of tho eager student the word "ifossil™ 18 a term
of reproach, inficating an entire lapse oi ureiulness on the part of tre
recipient of this scrry title. Uor sare more mature and worldly minés in-
clined to give the fossil his just due. '

The Tcddll as an aic¢ in the investigation of roc*s ané ores has & prac-
ticel, sciontific v:lue, not only to the P..leotologist, bnt elso in the
more commercizl profcesicn oi Minine Enginecring.

The educz2tional value of fosgils is unquesticned. The study of impor-
tant fioelds in Biology is supported b{ Wuch Tossil evidence. The public
interest in, @nd the instructicnal value of, e~hibits is witnessead by the
large amount of snaece, in well ecuipped museums, devoted to mounted speci-
mens of fossils of ¢11 sorts irom the lowly mollus)k to the terribdle
dincsaux.

But this erticle msakes no attempt to prove cr enlarge upon tie above
recogriized uses of foscils. The less obvious use of a fossil, its value
as a3 commercinl commodity, nceéds more support. To the Hniultl“tﬂe, the
”aot that a fcesil can be me-~sured in dcllars znd cents 2nd les ~ m rket

2lue comparanle to re-<l estate, coal, an cld ﬂ'ste:, or iron ore, comes
&o g ‘distinct shock. %.e money v 2ue of fessils naturelly is dependent
on the other vclics :haove irncic-te¢ but is nene the less re=l or actucl
en that zcccunt. - '

ucvth Pol-oto hes lorze vorietr of fessils an¢ an egpecis 11y good
essortment of 1C)t11111n iné memmelion fornms. Hessits frcm 3Tuth“ha-cta
now repose in 2ll the larze museuvms of this country ané in some cf the
ccllections in Zurope. lLian a well organized cx_.efition hes come foss:il
hunting in tur s.a te. 3Such afiairs are almest of yeorly occcurrence.

Even in the eerly territoriel’ ¢ays the fesire for Scuth Dakota fossiks
was so insistant timt military escort was provided for some expediticons.
A cabvass was mede 6f three of the lerzer museums cf this ccuntry to
determine the number anf value <¢f South Da%cta f00011s contained therein.

fome startlin® .igures have heen ObtdinP(. ag follow -- Tn one case
vhs monew ex.enfel to secure 700 cwvcacs amounted to Vn57a.71 And 70
Sitennthérarnsthiistosenziateld &0 ke worth at lea)t $14,000.00 The cost

sheets of ancther mhseum show an aggregate of £19,543.080 for e list of

BN

thirtcen items. 4 single turtle (Archelon: from %outh Dakota is valued
at not less than 2000.00.

These three museuns place a value on their South Takota mitericl
totalling not less tha=t $1060,020.00 to J157,97°C.CC. In sl1 cmses the
fizures given arc rerorted as conserthlve, covering merely the cost of
collecting, or purchaze, andé Drepnr tion. Ifone of th ge collections
ccnld be dupliceated for twice the amounts listed, if indced, at ell.

Since these figures were cbtaineéd, one instance, at least, is 'nown
of a ccllector refusing J10CC.CC for the s'e leton of =& fossil horse found
in South Dekota. If all the mmsecums in the country shouwld su_:ly data
zonecerning the v:lue of their 3outh D Yotz miterizl, the total amount
zoulé be even more striking.



e 7Lstroosin{ Tnct must zlse be reccorded that the instituticns o
3 ik D7 et é. mot hove fine ccllcctions of their own materisl. @he
colleciirn « ¥ tire State Surver is 2ecicedl: oxdinnry nct to sar peor.
The reeson fer this is that no funds are or ever have been available Tor
making a thorough and systematic inwestlﬁatlon of the fossil aveas.

hnother dlotTPSuln" Tact is that the longer that collecting is »ut
off the haréer it is to secure specimens. Undoubtablv there are meny
thiusands of fine s)ecimens entomboﬁ in the strata of our stzate. Put to
locate them cnd then secure them with the lenst trouble znd expense we
must needs Ceuend upon Dome Nature. She, by her procesces of weathering
and crosion, Joosens the rock and ronoveu the covering material. These
prices3es are not ra;id when juégeé by hunan stendarés. A large share of
fthose fossils exyised to view 0y Jatvrc s activity have alresdy been
picized up, snd some are beins sothered e-~ch yenr. hen these are 211
gone it w1l be a long wait bofore linture exposes scme more of them.

If we should sssume ({%, T=travarance!! that we had uAPOC QCC a year

’

to spend on investigating ané collecting the foscils of our siocte just
what might be the retvrns of such on investment?

In the first »lace our cclleccticn would be sure to be eugmepted each
-vear. . oe wonld begin to Hcssess meterial eguel to that in many of the
better musewns. This in itself .would be soothing to our pride. In a2 few
vears we coulé undoudtably have the best collection of Scuth Dstota fessil
in the world. This would mean a great deal to cur state. iAside Ffrom the
educztional va2lue to our students qnd the generzl public, we wculd get a
great deal of advertisement cut of such a superior collection. Iducators
and investigstors frcm other states would naturally visit our museun, just
as tocday meny scisntists from various parts of the world go to the large
eastern museums to stwdy material that can be seen ne where else.

Then there is the matter of duplicate specimens. These could be
used for exchange msterial to increase our stock of sie cimens from withouw
our state. nd many of these dupliczte s cimens would have a cash vzlus
~ften running into hlgh figures. 1% is (uite within the range of possi-

bility that the sale of duplicates might ‘meintain the exnenses of the de-
partment.

ield work in fossil investlcatlon may e2sily bring to lizght inform-
ation concerning other natural resources in the same region. Developmentv
of the state's resources and settlinrg of many debatable points in Blo-
logy =nd Stratigraphy would probably follow as by-products of the fossil
industry.

Let us haone that the much ma2ligned snd little understood fTossil
mey some duy come to his own in ucuth Tekota. :
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